HERMAN MELVILLE

tralian whaler, Melville in Tahiti joined a mutiny, took once
more to land, lived as a beachcomber in that and other islands
of the Society group, and in 1843 ^ia(^ made his way to Hono-
lulu, where he signed as ordinary seaman on the flagship
United States. The frigate spent nearly a year in the Pacific
and came around the Horn to Boston in October 1844, "Until
I was twenty-five/' Melville later told Hawthorne, "I had no
development at all From my twenty-fifth year I date my
life." He quickly began to write, and in half a dozen years
had published the four autobiographical books of his adven-
tures: Redburn (1849), his voyage to Liverpool; Typee
(1846), his days among the cannibals; Omoo (1847), ^s
rovings as a beachcomber; White Jacket (1850), his service
in the Navy*

The two which were first published had a hearty vogue and
all were taken to have less fiction in them than they had.
The English publisher of Typee believed it was pure fact,
and many others ranked it with Two Years Before the Mast
(1840) as a transcript from life. But Melville was a specu-
lative romancer as well as a traveler. He fused his memories
with his opinions and his wide reading, and enlarged or
deleted as he liked. Redburn is possibly the nearest to a plain
record. White Jacket, long thought to be that, now appears
to have dealt freely with existence on a man-of-war, altering,
elaborating, inventing. Neither book equals the Typee-Omoo
pair in charm. Typee was the earliest romance dealing with
the South Seas, since then made as familiar to novel readers
as any exotic quarter of the globe. Merely as history the book
has genuine value, with its sharp, sympathetic notes on Mar-
quesan customs and its rich descriptions. It is, however, as
fiction that Typee is usually read, as a romance of the life
led by a civilized man in savage, exquisite surroundings* The
valley of Typee becomes, in Melville's hands, a region of
pleasant languors which stir the senses with the fragrance and
color of the landscape and the gay beauty of the brown can-